
Team: U12 Girls 
Location: Kingdom Sports Center – Franklin, OH 
Result: W 4-3 
Players: Ava B., Lauren, Mia, Rachel, Laura, Marayna, Alyvia, Shiloh, Hope, Ava P., Nicole, 
Julia 
Hope Springs Player of the Game: Ava P. 

Offensively, the Lions were able to score four incredible goals through solid build up play and 
clinical finishes. The Lions used the walls effectively to center a few balls in for a pair of 
goals. The Lions controlled the game and had the majority of possession, however, the score 
line shows it as being a much closer game than it was on the pitch. 

Defensively, the Lions communicated well and were successful in many of their challenges. 
Their position and support were fantastic and that showed up in our ability to shut down a 
quick front line of the opposition. 

Coach Bradley shared, “Proud of the way the girls were able to claw this one out. After 
conceding 2 early goals, the girls put together a solid team effort to not only bring the game 
back to a draw, but eventually get the go ahead goal to seal the victory.” 

Ava P was named player of the match after her collective performance both offensively and 
defensively.  Ava P netted the game winner while also being called to play in a more defensive 
role. 

Team: U14 Girls 
Location: Kingdom Sports Center – Franklin, OH 
Result: W 3-2 
Players: Alexis, Llana, Milan, Camlyn, Audrey, Hannah, Alicia, Nicole, Ava P, Mia 
Hope Springs Player of the Game: Mia 

The Lions came out of the gates with a quick goal, which allowed us to dictate the tempo of 
the game. Offensively, a magnificent 1v1 skill and a delicate finish brought about our first 
goal. Our following goals were scored as a result of patience, great passing, and good 
movement off of the ball. 

Defensively, our back line held things together quite well. We suffered a few injuries and 
sicknesses early in the game that left the Lions with only 1 substitute with over 20 minutes 
left to play. Our defense did well limiting the opportunities on our goalkeeper and our 
goalkeeper made some incredible saves to keep us in the game. 

Coach Bradley stated, “It was nice to finally get out and coach the girls. Extremely proud of 
the way they fought despite obvious fatigue. Solid defense, clinical finishing, and hard work 
brought us this victory.” 

Mia was named player of the game after being accredited 10+ saves. She caught all the balls 
she needed too and even threw in a few miracle saves to keep our team in the lead. 



Team: U13 Boys 
Location: SportsPlex | Fairborn, OH 
Result: W 9-1 
Players: Connor B., Braxton, Max, RJ, Alex, Keaton, JR, Connor C., Josiah, Aaron, Dominic, 
Noah 
Hope Springs Player of the Game: Noah 

The boys provided a strong performance for the second week in a row controlling the match 
from the outset.  They pressured all over the pitch, anticipated passes and both attacked and 
defended in numbers.  This set the tone for an evening of dominating play. 

Offensively, the boys attacked with 4 guys consistently all night.  Both forwards, the 
midfielder and outside winger were in the offensive half.  They were looking to find the open 
man with their passes and they took lots of shots.  Goals game often and throughout the 
match.  Aaron, Dominic, Noah, Keaton, Connor C. and Josiah led the attack. 

Defensively, the entire team transitioned wonderfully and quickly slowed the ball and then 
pressured the opponent.  The Lions often double teamed the ball which led to many steals.  
RJ led the backline anticipating many passes making the interception before any trouble could 
develop.  Our outside wingers supported very well…Alex, Braxton, Max, Noah and RJ were 
solid all night.Both goalkeepers, Connor C. and Braxton, played well, distributed intelligently 
and made numerous saves. 

Coach Ric filling in for a second week shared, “The boys worked very hard tonight with 
excellent support for each other.  They played aggressive, were strong in their challenges and 
helped each other.   

Noah was selected Hope Springs Player of the Game for his effort at both ends of the field.  
He made smart passes, had the assist on the opening goal and really shut down the opponents 
all over the pitch.  He raised his game tonight and was very closely to playing to his potential.   

Age/Gender: U17 Boys 
Location: Wall2Wall | Mason 
Result: 1-0 L 
Players: Cameron; Kyle; Todd; Caleb; Aaron B.; Hunter; Cosenza; John; AJ; Richard; Gaven; 
Terry; Sam; Mike; Dylan; Caden; Lucas 
Hope Springs Player of the game: Mike 

Defensively, the Dutch Lions team had a decent performance. The team showed 
organization and a great collective discipline; by closing the spaces in the middle or keeping a 
decent pressure on their midfield players which reduced their options to long balls. The 
defensive line showed good coordination catching their forwards in offside position several 
times. However the team struggled a little with the physicality of the game, and that ended 
up making the difference. 

On the ball, the boys showed numerous moments of good soccer, moving the ball well on 
the ground using the full width with good combinations. Although the team had better ball 



possession and better organization, the boys were not able to take advantage of the spaces 
between their defense and midfield lines. Unfortunately, they sought the individual solutions 
too much, instead of exploring the speed and creativity of our offensive players to find the 
solutions collectively, using their individual qualities in a collective dynamic. 

After the game, Coach Bruno Lopes said, "Well obviously we are not satisfied with the 
result, but saying that or looking at the result only is very reductive. I think on the ball we 
were better organized and the only team trying to play with the ball on the ground. They 
were looking for a more direct and physical type of game, which is something we need to 
adapt to and we need to be able to find solutions for it….we also need to be more aggressive."  

Continuing Coach Lopes said, “On defense we are making important progress, offensively 
we need to find a way to blend our individual qualities in a collective dynamic. I'm a fortunate 
coach to have the kind of talent we have on this squad. We have speed, technique, creativity, 
and power, now it's a matter of finding the right chemistry and balance between all of that.” 

Coach Bruno named Mike as the Hope Springs Player of the Game. “Today, I've decided to 
honor Mike as player of the match not just for his game, but also and mostly for his attitude. 
He is the kind of player that never "turns his face to the game", he showed character and 
personality on the ball and aggressiveness on defense.” 


